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Courage my friends; 
tis not too late to bulla 


a better world! 
Tommy Douglas 


New Member 
Welcome Booklet 


Interested in creating a Saskatchewan that works for this 
generation and the next? A province that invests in public 
education and public healthcare and prioritizes building 
economic opportunities to meet the challenges 

of tomorrow? 


You've taken the first step! Welcome to the team! 


This booklet is designed to introduce you — our newest 
member — to our Leader, our principles, and our party. 


Welcome from our leader 


Whether you're a 
long-time advocate 
or engaging in 
politics for the 

first time, let me 
be the first to say 
welcome to the 
Saskatchewan 
NDP! 


to them. 

Not only because this government is giving up on 
helping families manage the rising cost of living, 
failing to fix the overwhelmed health care system, or 
continuing to make cuts to the already underfunded 
education system. 

But also because we believe in the potential of this 
province. 

There’s no reason why we shouldn’t have a thriving 
economy that works for everyone and keeps our kids 
here in tthe province. 

There’s no reason why we can’t put aside the lip 
service and strive toward concrete, meaningful rec- 
onciliation. 

And there’s no reason why we can’t get a real plan to 
address rising emissions, diversify power generation, 
and protect the lands and lakes we call home. 

Our province has a great story to tell and New Dem- 
ocrats are eager to tell it. 

So, once again, welcome to our team. 

Together, let’s build a Saskatchewan that works for 
this generation and the next. 

I’m looking forward to working with you! 


Carla Beck is our leader, and is the MLA for Regina 
Lakeview. 


by Carla Beck 

Whether you’re a long-time advocate or engaging 
in politics for the first time, let me be the first to say 
welcome. 

Welcome to the Saskatchewan NDP! 

Be it Medicare, the Bill of Rights or our Crown Cor- 
porations, our party has a strong and accomplished 
history. 

We’re proud of our past and are focused on the fu- 
ture. 

We’re building a party ready to win, form govern- 
ment and deliver for the people of Saskatchewan in 
2024. 

That means connecting with people who may not be 
used to sitting at our table. 

Doing things differently can be a challenge. 

But I’m glad you’re here to lend a hand. 

Because everyone has a role to play in our party and 


our province. 
Diversity is our strength. But our real power comes 


from unity. 1 S 
Saskatchewan is built on hard work, resilience, and 


our collective strength. i 

You’ll find that these are the values to which we 
strive because these are the values shared by Sas- 
katchewan people, and our party is ready to give voice 


Our principles and values 


We share a balanced and innovative economic 
vision in which economies must put people first. 

We share a vision of responsible stewardship of 
our province’s vast natural resources, of a healthy 
society based on solid and accessible human ser- 
vices, and of communities that are open and di- 
verse, offering opportunity to all. 

Saskatchewan New Democrats share the vision 
that reconciliation must be more than words and re- 
sult in concrete action and change. 

We envision a province where every child, every 
person, every family, every community may grow 
to fulfill their own full potential. New Democrats 
celebrate individual initiative and accomplishment 
and work to ensure that no one is left behind. 

We know that we do not make social progress 
without economic progress but that economic prog- 
ress must be accompanied by social progress and 
respect for the good earth we call home. 

When New Democrats see power falling into the 


New Democrats 
are engaged in the 
political process to 

seek the greater 

good; to seek the 
good of all and not 
just the few. 


by Lorne Calvert 

Why are New Democrats engaged in the political 
process? 

To seek the greater good; to seek the good of all 
and not just the few — these are core values of Sas- 
katchewan’s New Democrats. 

This is why we strive for change, why we strive 
to build stronger, healthier and more diverse com- 
munities, where all may know greater opportunity, 
life-long security, and the fulfillment of hopes and 
dreams. 

As Saskatchewan New Democrats we recognize 
the demand for service above self, for the care of 
our neighbour, and for the care of all creation. 

We recognize the power there is in working to- 
gether. 

Rooted deeply in the communities of Saskatch- 
ewan, New Democrats believe that by working in 
community we can accomplish more than by sim- 
ply working alone. 


ike you. 
A former leader of ours, Tommy Douglas, once 


said: 


“Courage, my friends. It is not too late to build a 
better world.” 


And another one of our leaders, Jack Layton, said: 
“My friends, love is better than anger. 
Hope is better than fear. 
Optimism is better than despair. 
So let us be loving, hopeful and optimistic. 
And we'll change the world.” 
Both are still true. 


That new world is waiting for us. 


Lorne Calvert was our Premier in Saskatchewan 
Jrom 2001 to 2007. 


‘those who govern for the few, 


bour in heel. we not only reach out to offer a 
han we go on to ask, “What is it that caused our 
neighbour to be in need and what must we do to 
change it?” New Democrats work for change. 

Saskatchewan New Democrats deeply believe in 
democratic action and in the ability of government 
to make life better for individuals, for all. 

Every generation of New Democrats in Saskatch- 
ewan has been called upon to meet the unique chal- 
lenges of its time. Today the challenges facing our 
communities, our province, our nation, and our 
world are as great or greater than they have ever 
been. 

It will take a whole new generation of committed 
people who will struggle, sweat, laugh, and labour 
together, and so build a 21st century province that is 
successful, prosperous, diverse and caring. People 


It will take a whole new generation of 
committed people who will struggle, sweat, 
laugh, and labour together, and so build a 21st 
century province that is successful, prosperous, 


People like you. 


diverse and caring. 
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You can make a difference! 


ment or opposition, has the ability to shape laws in 
Saskatchewan — you can be a part of that by becom- 
ing active in your constituency association. 

Sixty-one constituencies elect a member (MLA) 
to represent them in the legislature and our party is 
organized into associations for each constituency. 

Each constituency association may send delegates 
and policy resolutions to the party’s annual provin- 
cial convention for debate and approval. 

As a member you can participate in the resolution 
process in your constituency association. If elected 
to become a delegate to the convention you may 
debate and vote on policy resolutions from constit- 
uencies across the province. 

Should your ideas be supported by fellow par- 
ty members, they may become part of our party’s 
platform during an election and then become law in 
Saskatchewan. Now that’s rewarding! 


Getting 
involved in the 
Saskatchewan 

NDP can be 
one of the best 
decisions of 
your life 


by Sheila Whelan 


You can make a tremendous difference in your 
life and that of your family, friends and neighbours, 
throughout Saskatchewan. We are a party of activ- 
ists and volunteers, working together for progress 
on those values and principles discussed by Premier 
Calvert. 


Let me tell you about some amazing opportunties 
for involvement. 


1. Participate in party policy 


Our party is a member-driven, democratic orga- 
nization that sets policy at meetings in which all 
members participate equally. It can be so satisfying 
to discuss ideas and persuade others to support your 
policy resolution! 

The Saskatchewan NDP, whether in govern- 


Standing for office is a wonderful way to demon- 
strate commitment to the party and your communi- 
ty. Constituency associations recruit nominees and 
hold nominating conventions. 

Being part of a campaign team is a great way to 
make friends; get to know your neighbours; become 
familiar with their issues; and acquire new skills. 

There is always plenty to do — distributing leaflets; 
canvassing; putting up signs; attending local events 
to support the candidate. . . and then there’s getting 
out the vote on E-Day. Take on an activity that suits 
you. Consider standing for nomination yourself. 


3. Attend educational, outreach and social action 
events! 


Volunteers across the province plan events to pro- 
mote Saskatchewan NDP values through education 
and discussion, outreach activities and fun social 
events, online and in person. By way of example: 


. Zoom education and policy discussion on issues 
of importance, 

* petitions for presentation in the Saskatchewan 
Legislature, 

* protests against regressive decisions by the gov- 


ernment, 
e fundraisers such as BBQs, golf tournaments, 
trivia quizzes, dinners and on-line auctions. 


All are great opportunities to meet and get to know 
your MLA and other supporters. The activity ramps 
up tremendously as we prepare for an election. Per- 
haps you have ideas to share for an upcoming event. 


4. Join party committees whose goals align with 
your interests 


Many like-minded members of our party come to- 

gether in committees within the party — and you can 

join: 

e Saskatchewan Young New Democrats of 
Saskatchewan (SYND) 


Beer defi way. 


. to demonstrate 
` committment to the 
party and to your 
community. 


We are in a fight for the future of our province. 

Please donate generously, according to your ability. 
We welcome your ideas and energy! 

I hope you agree that there are many ways in 
which you can make a difference! At the end of this 
package, you will find contact information about 
getting involved. Please join us in a big and bold 
way! 


Sheila Whelan is President of the Saskatchewan 
New Democratic Party. 


Find Out More About How the 
Party is Organized 


Follow the QR code to learn more about our party 
committees, meet the members of the provincial ex- 
ecutive and get involved! 


www.saskndp.ca/welcome-party 


We welcome your 
ideas and your energy! 
| hope you agree that 
there are many ways 
in which you can make 
a difference! 


e Saskatchewan New Democratic Women 
(SNDW) 

e Indigenous New Democrats of 
Saskatchewan (INDS) 

e Rainbow Pride Committee of Saskatchewan 

e Cultural Diversity Committee of 
Saskatchewan 

e Saskatchewan New Democrats Disability 
Advocates (SNDDA) 

e Agriculture and Rural Life Committee 


Members of these committees are typically very 
involved in the work of the party. They represent 
their committees at all levels and put on events to 
help promote the goals of their committees within 
the party. Committees send representatives to pro- 
vincial executive, council and convention. They 
also send resolutions and delegates to provincial 
convention. Let us connect you with the committee 
that aligns with your interests. 


5. Lead our party locally or at the provincial 
level 


There are great opportunities to join the leadership 
team of our party. You can stand for election to: 


- your local constituency association executive, 

- be a delegate to provincial convention, where pol- 
icy is decided, 

- vote at provincial council, which governs our par- 
ty between annual conventions, 

- lead the party committees listed above, and 

- our provincial executive, which oversees the par- 
ty between meetings of council and convention and 
leads in election campaigns. 


6. Donate to support ongoing party operations 
and campaign costs 


Our party has fought for many years to get the 
dark corporate money out of politics — unfortu- 
nately a fight still not won here in our province. It 
means that our political opponents can raise mil- 
lions of dollars from out-of-province corporations 
whose interests are not the same as yours and mine 
nor the Saskatchewan people. 


thusiast and MLA for Saskatoon Fairview. 


After spending her early childhood in the small 
ranching town of Pincher Creek, Vicki settled in 
Saskatoon where she completed degrees in sociol- 
ogy as well as working as a sessional lecturer. In- 
volved with Air Cadets from a young age, she later 
enrolled at the Royal Military College and studied 
public administration. As an officer and command- 
ing officer with the Forces, she grew the 2293 Army 
Cadet Corps from 25 to 125 personnel and over- 
saw the startup of the 3071 Army Cadet Corps in 
Saskatoon. For these and other accomplishments, 
she received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubi- 
lee Medal in 2013. She lives in Saskatoon with her 
partner Grayson, a teacher, and their dog Doug. 


Jenn has won a reputation as a dedicated activist, 
organizer and MLA for Saskatoon University. 


Carla is Leader of the Official Opposition and MLA 
for Regina Lakeview. 


Carla served as Deputy Leader, Caucus Chair, and 
Opposition Critic for Labour and for Education, 
Early Learning and Childcare before becoming 


Leader in 2022. 


Prior to entering politics, Carla spent over 20 years 
working as a social worker and two terms as a Re- 
gina Public School Board Trustee. 


An active volunteer in her community, she has also 
worked with the Sask. Abilities Council, Saskatch- 
ewan Coalition Against Racism, Saskatchewan 
Action Committee-Status of Women, Camp Eas- 
ter Seal, Autism Resource Centre, the help line at 
Regina Sexual Assault Centre, MS Society as well 
as numerous soccer, softball, baseball and hockey 


teams. 


Carla grew up on a mixed farm near Lang. She 
and her husband Guy call Regina home. They have 
three children: Hannah, Nolan and Maya. 
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Born in Saskatoon, Jenn grew up in Waldheim and 
attended Queen’s University where she complet- 
ed a degree in psychology. She went on to work at 
Saskatoon Correctional Centre, the Ministry of So- 
cial Services and the Elizabeth Fry Society, where 
she was elected director, secretary and eventually 


vice-president. f a 
Matt Love wy ., 


A passionate advocate for causes near and far, she EMIF در‎ IE CAEL. eG 
also served on the Board of QUINT Development ۵ 


Corporation and CUSO International. The former 
enabled her to help strengthen the economic and 
social well-being of Saskatoon’s core neighbour- 
hoods, and the latter to empower women in Myan- 
mar to assume positions of leadership at the local 
and national levels. 


Matt is a husband, dad to three amazing kids and 
MLA for Saskatoon Eastview. 


For a decade, Matt served the families and students 
of Eastview as a teacher and coach. He ran a unique 
program at Aden Bowman Collegiate that enabled 
his students to learn about social and racial equity 
and engage with their community through a weekly 
radio show on CFCR 90.5 and an opinion column 
in the Saskatoon Star Phoenix. For these initiatives 
and his years of community service, he received the 
CBC Saskatchewan Future 40 Award in 2014 and 
his community’s vote of confidence as their elected 
representative in 2020. 


Meara is a Lawyer and MLA for Regina Elphin- 
stone-Centre. Prior to being elected in 2020, she 
fought for some of Canada’s most vulnerable as a 
public defender. Her advocacy for greater Legal 
Aid funding and for the Justice for Our Stolen Chil- 
dren Camp, which protested racism against Indige- N 

nous communities in Saskatchewan, landed her on Betty Nip 
the list of Canada’s 25 most influential lawyers in MLA for Sas ۹ 
2019. Also a strong advocate for the Arts, Meara 
holds a degree in music from McGill, where she 
won the National Music Competition. She currently 
resides in her hometown of Regina with her partner 
Nick and their sons Lew and Eamon. 


Betty is a Saulteaux and Cree mother, grandmother 
and MLA for Saskatoon Centre. 


Before her election in 2020, she worked for over 
twenty years in her constituency as a community 


mmm COT and Primary health facilitator. 


Betty is the first generation in her family to gradu- 
ate university, having attained degrees in political 
studies and Aboriginal public administration. 


After legal studies in Saskatoon, Nicole returned 
to her hometown of Regina and worked in private 
practice and at a provincial charity giving free le- 
gal representation to those unable to afford it. She 
continues to offer free legal aid through Pro Bono 
Law Saskatchewan and has also volunteered her 
time to the Regina Sexual Assault Centre, Amnesty 
International, the YWCA and the Regina Catholic 
School Board (as Trustee). She is the proud ben- 
eficiary of the CBC/Metro’s Future 40, the SYPE 
Young Professional of the Year Award and, best of 
all, two children and a husband named Jared. They 
live in Regina. 


...لا 


“a = ۷ ۴ ۳ $ 
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el Teed, 
MUA Tor’ Saskatoon Meewasin 


Nath 


Nathaniel Teed was elected as the MLA for 
Saskatoon Meewasin in 2022. 


Teed is a small business owner and teacher. Prior 
to entering politics, he was an advocate for the 
local business community in Saskatoon. He also 
worked to raise awareness about the need for 
increased education funding, smaller class sizes, 
and adequate resources for kids in the classroom. 


He is the first openly gay MLA is Saskatchewan’s 
history. 


He lives in Saskatoon with his partner James. For 
nearly a decade, they have owned and operated a 
furniture and design store. 


‘Her passion for serving others inspired her to sit 
on various boards and committees at the provincial 
and national levels as well as volunteer her time to 
local causes like United Way of Saskatoon, Saska- 
toon Heart & Stroke Foundation and the YWCA. 


Erika Ritchie 
MLA for Saskatoon Nutana 


Erika is a long-time community leader and MLA 
for Saskatoon Nutana. 


An environmental engineer by trade, she worked 
for nearly three decades to advance climate action, 
environmental protection and sustainable resource 
development with the provincial government, K+S, 
Potash One, Cameco and others. Throughout, she 
formed valuable relationships with Indigenous 
communities and worked to ensure resource de- 
velopment and respected their rights and land. Her 
advocacy and volunteering has also advanced the 
interests of her community and the rights of work- 
ers. She’s a mother of four grown children, which 
instilled in her a love of family and a desire to pro- 
tect future generations. 


Nicole is a mom, pal, lawyer, lover of live music 
and, since 2016, MLA for Regina Douglas Park. 
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Lights School Division. He chaired the Gabriel Du- 
mont Institute and was an alderman for Air Ronge. 
He participated in different community service 
clubs, the La Ronge Elks and the Parent Council of 
the Gordon Denny Community School. He served 
on the boards of the Keewatin Career Development 
Corporation, the Saskatchewan Water Corporation 
and the Jim Brady Métis Local #19, remaining on 
the board of the Kikinahk Friendship Centre today. 
Through these positions he completed governance 
and leadership courses and proudly served his com- 
munity. He and his wife Sandra have a blended 
family that call the La Ronge region home. 


MLA for Regina University 


Aleana is a mother, small business owner, enjoyer 
of the outdoors and MLA for Regina University. 


Before being elected in 2020, Aleana served as vice 
president of the Saskatchewan School Boards’ As- 
sociation and as a two-term trustee of the Regina 
Public School Board. In addition to fighting for 
properly resourced classrooms and the interests of 
K-12 students, she also acted as vice president of 
Family Service Regina and as a member of the Uni- 
versity of Regina Senate. Nowadays, when she’s 
not championing her constituents and the small 
business community, she can sometimes be spotted 
working behind the counter of her family’s cheese 
shop in the Cathedral neighbourhood of Regina. 


72 


Trent Wotherspoon \\, 
MLA for Regina Rosemont & Chair of 
Public Accounts 


Trent is a proud dad, husband, fisher, paddler, camp- 
fire cooker and MLA for Regina Rosemont. 


Trent was born and raised in northwest Regina. Af- 
ter studying business administration and education, 
he taught in Regina Public Schools and built highly 
successful programs for at-risk youth. He was also 
director of a local business improvement district and 
continues to be a topshelf coach at the Rosemont 
outdoor rink after over 20 years of Outdoor Hock- 
ey League service. MLA since 2007, he’s served as 
Leader of the Opposition and Critic for Finance, 
Education, Economy and Crown Corporations, and 
has been voted Best Regina MLA in Prairie Dog 
nine years running. Trent and his wife Stephanie, 
who’s also a teacher, have one son named William. 


| Vermette 
MLA for Cumberland & Whip 


Doyle is a proud father, abiding community advo- 
cate and MLA for Cumberland. 


Of Métis ancestry, Doyle was born and raised in 
Prince Albert. Early on, he worked for the family 
forestry company and in the service industry. Well 
before his election in 2008, he won a reputation as 
a dedicated voice for northern people. He was a 
longtime board member and chair for the Northern 


The Saskatchewan NDP — your party — is one of 
the best, most successful reforming political parties 


anywhere. 


In much of the democratic world, historically, periods of reform have been 

brief, followed by long wasted years of reaction. But that hasn’t been the story 

in Saskatchewan. Our party has won twelve mandates so far — a remarkable 
achievement for a North American social democratic party dedicated to change and 


reform. 


We got a lot done. Much to be proud of. But much is left to do. 


As a new member of our party, we hope you’ll enjoy the pages that follow; share 
our pride in what we’ve done so far; and then join in the work that lies before us 
today — answering big money’s big lies; holding the conservatives accountable 
for their truly abysmal record; and offering the people of Saskatchewan a better 


alternative. 


x 
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It started with Tommy... Canada's 
greatest Canadian 


the tone for government under our party through 
twelve mandates so far. 


He was a fearless and determined radical reform- 
er — and typical of our province in his practical, re- 
sponsible, fiscally prudent approach. All things our 
province lacks during periods of conservative rule. 


In the pages that follow, we're going to tell you 
more about what we achieved under the Premier- 
ship of Tommy Douglas and his successors. 


Most Canadians know Tommy Douglas as the 
federal NDP’s first leader and as the father of medi- 
care — a federal program he co-sponsored in Par- 
liament with Prime Minister Lester Pearson, and 
which earned him the fond title of “Canada’s great- 
est Canadian” in a popular CBC national vote. 


But we have a different relationship with Tom- 
my Douglas. We know him as our first CCF/NDP 
premier here in Saskatchewan. And as a remarkably 
accomplished reformer and change leader, who set 


1944: The First Douglas Government 


A pilot project for Medicare as we know it today 
was started in Swift Current in 1946. 


Reducing Isolation and Building Infrastructure 
in Rural Areas 

When the Douglas government took power in 
1944, there were 132 miles of paved highways in 
Saskatchewan. Douglas launched a major expan- 
sion and upgrade of our highway system. By the 
1960s, Saskatchewan was known for having the 
most miles of paved highways per capita IN THE 
WORLD. 

The Saskatchewan Transportation Compa- 
ny (STC) was established in 1946 to provide bus 
service between towns, 
cities and in rural areas. 
The company operated 
until it was shut down 
by the Saskatchewan 
Party government in 
2017. 

Saskatchewan 
Government Tele- 
phones was established 
in 1947 to provide 
long-distance services 
to small, locally operat- 
ed telephone exchang- 
es. It’s now called 
SaskTel and is still con- 
necting Saskatchewan 
people. 


Creating Education 
Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan People 

The government en- 
couraged the creation 
of larger school dis- 
tricts and co-operation 
between districts to create larger “composite” high 
schools to improve secondary education in rural ar- 
eas. 
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Saskatchewan had been ruled by Liberal govern- 
ments since the province was created in 1905 (ex- 
cept for one Klu Klux Klan-influenced Conservative 
government from 1929 to 1934). The CCF inherited 
a mess. The province was bankrupt. The population 
was shrinking. The province was almost completely 
agricultural, and farmers were being forced from 
the land. Tommy Douglas and his CCF colleagues 
got to work. 


Major improvements in health care for 
Saskatchewan People 

During its first term, Tommy Douglas’ govern- 
ment concentrated on making hospital care avail- 
able for Saskatchewan 
people: 

In 1945, the gov- 
ernment established a 
grant program to help 
with the construction 
of new hospitals. Be- 
fore that, municipal 
governments and/or re- 
ligious orders paid for 
new hospital construc- 
tion. 

In 1947, the govern- 
ment started paying for 
people’s hospital care. 
Before that, sick and in- 
jured people had to pay 
out of their own pocket. 

In 1948, construction 
began on the University 
Hospital in Saskatoon 
to provide advanced 
care and allow for the 

creation of a program 
to train doctors. An Air 
Ambulance service was 
established in 1946 so that badly injured people in 
rural and remote areas could get to the best hospi- 


tals without delay. 


to provide public funding to the arts independent of 
political control. 

In 1946, the University of Saskatchewan became 
the first University in Canada to have a Drama de- 
partment. 

Saskatchewan became the first province to pass a 
Trade Union Act explicitly and clearly recognizing 
the right of workers to form unions. 

All Saskatch- 
ewan workers 
were given the 
right to have two 
weeks of paid 
holidays per year. 
Another first in 
Canada. 


Protecting 
Saskatchewan 
Farmers 

The first piece 
of legislation 
passed by the 
Douglas gov- 
ernment in 1944 
was the Farm 
Security Act that 
prevented evic- 
tion from a farm’s home quarter and suspended the 
obligation to make principal payments on mortgag- 
es in years where there was a crop failure (this al- 
most turned into a federal-provincial battle, since 
the Liberal government in Ottawa considered sid- 
ing with the banks. But they thought better of it). 


Making Saskatchewan Financially Independent 

When the Douglas government took office, the 
Saskatchewan government was bankrupt — it was 
$234 million in debt and the banks were foreclos- 
ing on a $19 million public loan that had remained 
unpaid for six years. 

The Douglas government balanced the budget 
and started paying down Saskatchewan’s debt — 
even while aggressively building essential infra- 
structure such as hospitals and roads. 


An apprenticeship training program was 
launched to allow Saskatchewan people to become 
trained and certified for occupations such as electri- 
cians, plumbers, carpenters and mechanics. 


Providing Insurance to Saskatchewan People 
SGIO (now SGI) was established in 1944 to 
provide auto and general (home and business) in- 
surance in Sas- 
katchewan. 
According to 
CanadaDrives. 
ca, the average 
auto insurance 
rate in Saskatch- 


ewan is 33% 
lower than in 
British Colum- 
bia; 19% lower 


than in Ontario; 
% lower than in 
Alberta. 
Saskatche- 
wan’s SGI Auto 
Fund insurance 
is also a lot sim- 
pler and fairer. In 
most other prov- 
inces, young drivers must pay more for insurance, 
even if they’ve never been in an accident. With the 
system established by Tommy Douglas’s CCF gov- 
ernment in 1944, youth in Saskatchewan are treated 
fairly. 


Making Saskatchewan a National Leader 

In its first term, the Douglas government made 
Saskatchewan a leader with measures later adopted 
by other governments in Canada: 

In 1947, Saskatchewan got Canada’s first Bill 
of Rights. This legislatively enshrined freedom of 
conscience and religion. It made it illegal to dis- 
criminate in employment, access to public services, 
rental/ownership of property and education. 

In 1948, the Saskatchewan Arts Board was 
created. This was the first agency in North America 


1948: The Second Douglas Government 


fortunately their modern successors see things dif- 
ferently). 


Reducing Isolation and Building 
Infrastructure in Rural Areas 

In 1949, the Saskatchewan Power Corporation 
was formed to spearhead a rural electrification pro- 
gram. In the next decade, over 66,000 rural homes 
and farms received electricity for the first time. This 
was only financially viable by designing an innova- 
tive construction program allowing farmers to use 
skills they had developed in their farming opera- 
tions to construct the power 
lines. 

The 
launched programs for land 
rehabilitation, irrigation in- 
frastructure and machinery 
testing. 


government 


Diversifying the economy 

The Industrial Develop- 
ment Office was created to 
help develop industry and 
diversify Saskatchewan’s 
economy. Within a decade, 
its major successes included 
the creation of a steel mill in Regina (now called 
Evraz), and Saskatchewan’s first cement plant in 
Regina (now called Inland Cement). 


Improving Education for Saskatchewan 

Textbooks were provided free-of-charge to all 
elementary and high-school students in Saskatche- 
wan Starting in 1948. It sounds like a simple thing, 
but Saskatchewan was a leader. For example, Man- 
itoba did not catch up until 1959. 

Teachers received the right to collectively 
bargain for their salaries and were given protec- 
tions from arbitrary dismissal. These improvements 
in working conditions for teachers were a first step 
in improving the quality of instruction for Saskatch- 
ewan children. 
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After a busy first term, Tommy Douglas and the 
CCF were re-elected in 1948. Some tasks, such as 
improving Saskatchewan’s highway system and 
paying down the debt it inherited were “more of the 
same” — but in its second term, the CCF kept imple- 
menting new ideas. 


Major improvements in health care for Sas- 
katchewan People 

The old saying that “Rome was not built in a 

day” applied to the Saskatchewan’s hospital sys- 
tem. During this term, Saskatchewan was filled 
with new hospitals under 

construction. The biggest PEF ; 

project was work on the 550 | = = | 
bed University Hospital in 
Saskatoon but construction 
projects were underway in 
all corners of the province. 

The College of Medi- 

cine was established at the 
University of Saskatchewan 
in 1950. For the first time, 
someone could become a 
doctor in Saskatchewan. 

The “Saskatchewan 
Plan” for mental health ser- 
vices was launched. Saskatchewan became a leader 
in community-based mental health services. The 
massive, old-style “insane asylums” in North Bat- 
tleford and Weyburn began to be transformed and 
phased out. 

In 1951, the first radiation treatment of a cancer 
patient IN THE WORLD was delivered in Saska- 
toon. The patient, who had been diagnosed with ter- 
minal cervical cancer, lived another 48 years. 

The CCF responded to a polio epidemic by mak- 
ing all treatment free. Saskatchewan was an “ear- 
ly adopter” of polio vaccines. By 1960, 99% of 
Saskatchewan children had been vaccinated — the 
highest rate in North America (fortunately, our con- 
servative opponents didn’t think it would be good 

politics for them to condemn children to polio. Un- 


1952: The Third Douglas Government 


Ensuring Fairness for Saskatchewan People 


In 1952, Saskatchewan passed the Equal Pay 
Act to ensure that women and men got paid the 
same wage for doing the same job — a radical no- 
tion at the time. 


SASKATCHEWAN 
COLDEN ۴ 


r 
ı ۳۶۷1 ۵ FF 


Building Infrastructure to Improve Lives 


Infrastructure creation takes time, money, effort 
and political will. During this term in office, the 
CCF government pushed ahead the infrastructure 
developments launched during its first two terms 
including: 

e Expanding Saskatchewan’s network of paved 
highways 

۰ Approaching completion of the rural electrifica- 
tion program to Saskatchewan farms. Over 10,000 
farm families per year were getting service. 

e Building schools and hospitals across the prov- 
ince 

e Work continued on these in communities across 
the province. 


In 1952, the CCF was re-elected for the third 
time, with an increased majority. It was a huge vote 
of confidence in the Douglas government. Life was 
a lot better for most people in the province. How- 
ever, the government could see a paradox — many 
of the things making life better for people in rural 
areas were also changing the economic and social 
dynamics. 

For example, improvements in the 
roads and highways made it easier and 
faster for people in rural areas to travel — 
which had the effect of undermining the 
economic viability of businesses in a mul- 
titude of villages. 

In 1952, the government established 
the Royal Commission on Agriculture and 
Rural Life. This was an unprecedented 
(and still largely unique) effort to combine 
academic expertise and the wisdom of or- 
dinary people to understand the present 
and shape the future. 


Major improvements in health care for 
Saskatchewan People 


The Cancer Control Act was passed to 
make cancer treatments fully funded by the govern- 
ment. In the first year, the number of people getting 
treated for cancer doubled — providing a graphic 
illustration of how cost had been a barrier to treat- 
ment even for a fatal disease. 

The Psychiatric Ward at the University Hospital 
opened — starting the treatment of mental illness in 
a health care setting rather than the often inhumane 
institutions that previously housed these patients. 
Creating Educational Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan People: 


In 1946, the government helped the University 
of Saskatchewan establish the College of Gradu- 
ate studies. In 1952, this began to pay off as the 
first person to receive a Ph.D. in Saskatchewan 
graduated. 


1956: The Fourth Douglas Government 


Creating Educational Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan People 


Students in Regina could earn a university degree 
starting in 1959, as the Regina Campus of the 
University of Saskatchewan was established. 
Saskatchewan’s first Technical Institute opened in 
Moose Jaw. 


Construction of the Gardiner Dam began 


The Gardiner Dam is the third-largest earth em- 
bankment dam in Canada and stores water for irri- 
gation, drinking water and industrial uses. 

As a bonus, the hydro-generation turbines in the 
dam still provide 4% of Saskatchewan’s electricity 
without any carbon emissions. 


In 1956, the CCF 
government was again 
re-elected. This term was 
marked by the comple- 
tion of some long-term 
projects. 


For example, the rural 
electrification program 
was completed — two 
years ahead of the origi- 
nal plan. Major industrial 
projects started in earlier 
terms, like the steel mill 
and cement plant in Re- 
gina, were completed. 


Major improvements 
in health care for Sas- 
katchewan People 


In 1958, free distri- 
bution of the antibiotic 
Streptomycin was launched. The province’s death 
rate dropped by 14% within a year after this antibi- 
otic became universally accessible. 


Creating Infrastructure for Rural 
Saskatchewan 


In 1956, the federal government passed the 
Trans-Canada Highway Act to help provinces build 
a national highway stretching across Canada. Sas- 
katchewan got to work. 

We were the first province to complete our sec- 
tion — in 1957. 

The rest of the country was slower — the Trans 
Canada Highway was not fully completed until 
1971. 
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A Message to the People 
of Saskatchewan on 


MEDICAL CARE 


1960: Medicare! 


strate the system could work. 

But implementation of Medicare had been slow- 
er than desired. It was a matter of dollars and cents. 
Publicly funded Medicare was expensive — beyond 
the reach of Saskatchewan acting alone. 

In 1957, John Diefenbaker was elected as prime 
minister. He was a Conservative, but he was also 
from Saskatchewan. 

He knew the Saskatchewan CCF hospital insur- 
ance plan worked, so one of his first acts was 
to provide federal financial support for all 
provinces to implement the Saskatchewan 
system. This spurred the rest of Canada into 
catching up with Saskatchewan. It also gave 
the Saskatchewan government the financial 
freedom to take the next big step in publicly 
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In 1960, Tommy Douglas led the CCF to victory 
in Saskatchewan one more time — his fifth victory as 
premier. It was going to be a term for the ages, with 
a little help from a Conservative Prime Minister 
and from his successor 


Woodrow Lloyd. 

Tommy Douglas and the CCF had always want- 
ed to implement a full program of public health 
insurance to ensure that nobody would be denied 
treatment because they could not afford it. 


They had started with hospital-based care — 
expanding Saskatchewan’s hospital system and 
paying for in-hospital treatment. Diseases such 
as cancer, polio and tuberculosis had been fully 
covered by our public system. The Swift Cur- 
rent pilot project for Medicare as we know it 
today had allowed the government to demon- 


Was it all worth it? Let’s think of the lives saved. 
Among many other consequences, Saskatchewan's 
infant mortality rate declined by almost 48% during the 
20 years of the Douglas/Lloyd CCF governments. 


The steady expansion of the University of Sas- 
katchewan (in both Saskatoon and Regina) during 
the CCF’s five terms in office was graphically illus- 
trated by enrolment numbers: 

When the CCF took office in 1944, the Univer- 
sity of Saskatchewan had 1,446 students. When the 
CCF left office in 1964, the University of Saskatch- 
ewan had 8,070 students. 

The training of elementary and secondary teach- 
ers was transferred to the University of Saskatche- 


wan in 1964. 


A process of upgrading teacher’s educations was 
launched to ensure that all teachers in Saskatche- 
wan had a university degree. 


A technical college was opened in Saskatoon. 
Initially called the Kelsey Institute, it is now part of 
Saskatchewan Polytechnic. 


Providing support for Saskatchewan farmers 


Saskatchewan’s crop insurance system was es- 
tablished as a pilot project in 1961. 


To build on the successful rural electrification 
program, Saskatchewan launched a program to help 
farmers install pressurized water pumping systems 
and septic systems for sewage disposal. Outhouses 
disappeared as farm families got running water and 
flush toilets. 


Economic Development in Saskatchewan 
Saskatchewan’s first potash mine opened in 


1962. It was the beginnings of a major industry for 
the province. 
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funding health care — paying for physician services. 
The CCF made a promise to implement Medi- 
care the core plank of its platform in 1960 — and 
was re-elected with an increased majority. 
In 1961, Tommy Douglas was elected as leader 
of the new federal New Democratic Party. Wood- 
row Lloyd became the leader of the Saskatchewan 


CCF and the province’s premier. 


Major improvements in health care for 
Saskatchewan People 


In 1962, Saskatchewan became the first province 
to provide for the public payment of physicians’ 
services in a non-hospital setting. 

Most physicians in Saskatchewan went on strike 
from July 1 to July 23, 1962 to attempt to block 
the implementation of Medicare. The government 
responded by air-lifting doctors from Great Britain 
to help maintain services. 

Despite the initial resistance by Saskatchewan 
physicians, by 1965 most said they wanted to keep 
publicly funded Medicare. 

By 1970, every province in Canada had imple- 
mented a Medicare system modelled on Saskatch- 
ewan. 

Was it worth it? Let’s think of the lives saved. 
Among many other consequences, Saskatchewan’s 
infant mortality rate declined by almost 48% during 
the 20 years of the Douglas/Lloyd CCF govern- 


ments. 


Creating Educational Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan People 


The University of Saskatchewan was chosen 
as the home of the Western College of Veterinary 


Medicine in 1963. 


zations of health care and education... and 
ultimately wore out his welcome with vot- 
ers due to his eccentric, arbitrary, frankly 
sometimes downright weird one-man goy- 
ernment. 


The Saskatchewan NDP used its time 
productively in opposition to renew itself 
— including a highly memorable leadership 
convention in which veteran Douglas/Lloyd 
Cabinet minister Allan Blakeney found 
himself in a lively contest against a young 
MLA who would eventually become his 
closest partner and colleague in government 
—a 31-year-old Roy Romanow. Having won 
the race, Blakeney showed his wisdom by 
quickly building a united team — and got 
ready to oust Ross Thatcher. 


Misgovernment under 
Ross Thatcher 


In 1964, the people of Saskatchewan sent 
the Saskatchewan NDP into opposition to 
renew itself, and elected a two-term govern- 
ment under “Liberal” Ross Thatcher. 

Compared to the deranged alt-right ex- 
tremists we see on the rise inside 
conservative parties today, Thatcher 
ran a relatively moderate govern- 
ment. But Thatcher still fit the mold 
of conservative rule — leading a peri- 
od of unproductive reaction against 
the reform era of Douglas and Lloyd. 

Thatcher had strongly opposed 
medicare when it was introduced in 
Saskatchewan, and eroded it by im- 
posing regressive health deterrent 
fees. He was also a determined oppo- 
nent of national medicare when the 
Government of Canada introduced it 
for all Canadians, with Pearson and 
Douglas working together during a | 
period of minority government in 
Ottawa. 

Thatcher also did what he could to erode 
and dismantle the other achievements of the 
CCF/NDP government. But like our prov- 
ince’s other right-wing premiers, he could 
only go so far, because the people of Sas- 
katchewan strongly supported those achieve- 
ments — and continue to support them today 

— even during periods of conservative rule. 

So, Thatcher failed in his ambitions to 
privatize Saskatchewan’s publicly owned 
crown corporations; could only go so far 
with his budget cuts and chaotic reorgani- 


1971: The First Blakeney Government 


Creating Educational Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan People 


Teacher training programs designed to help First 
Nations and Metis people become teachers were es- 
tablished. 

The University of Regina was established as an 
independent university in 1974. 

SaskMedia was created to help Saskatchewan 
schools obtain audio-visual instructional aids was 
created. Unfortunately, this innovative program 
was shut down by the Conservative government in 
the 1980s. 

The Wascana Institute was created in Regina 
to provide technical training. It initially focussed 
on training for health care specialties such as dental 
therapists, psychiatric nursing and nursing assistant 
programs. It is now part of Saskatchewan Polytech- 
nic. 

The first Community Colleges in Saskatchewan 
were established with pilot projects in Humboldt, 
La Ronge, Yorkton and Swift Current. 

Publicly funded half-day kindergarten pro- 
grams were made universal. 

School boards were required to provide special- 
ized programming for physically and intellectually 
challenged students — and funding was put in place 
to make this happen. 


Saskatchewan Leads with Innovation 


Saskatchewan waged a long battle with the fed- 
eral government over regulatory control of cable 


television. 
Saskatchewan wanted cable delivered by 
non-profit, community-controlled co-operatives 


while Ottawa wanted to give the rights to large cor- 
porations such as Shaw and Rogers. 

It was fought to a draw. Saskatchewan and local 
control won the fight in Regina, Ottawa and big out- 
of-province corporations in Saskatoon. 
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After “seven lean years” under Ross Thatch- 
er, progressive government returned in 1971. The 
CCF had changed its name to the NDP. Under the 
leadership of Allan Blakeney, it swept to back into 
power in 1971. There was a lot to do and the gov- 
ernment got busy during a blockbuster term. 


Improving Health Care for Saskatchewan 
People 


During the 1960’s, the Liberal government of 
Ross Thatcher imposed user fees on people seeing 
a physician. The NDP quickly abolished this finan- 
cial barrier to health care. 

In the first move to address the health effects of 
second-hand cigarette smoke, Saskatchewan be- 
came the first province to create no-smoking zones 
in hospitals and other health care institutions. 

A universal Prescription Drug Plan to subsi- 
dize the cost of prescription medication was estab- 
lished. It was the first drug plan in Canada and has 
been copied by every other province. 

A school-based children’s dental plan was es- 
tablished to ensure that every child received quality 
dental care. A dental clinic was established in every 
school, where dental therapists (trained at the newly 
established Wascana Institute) provided teeth clean- 
ing and cavity filling services while referring chil- 
dren with more complex problems to dentists. This 
highly successful program was abolished by the 

Conservative government in 1987 — the dental ther- 
apists were all fired and the equipment scrapped. 

The first Occupational Health and Safety Act 
in Canada is created. This provided for an innova- 
tive re-imagining of how to protect workers from 
workplace injury and disease: giving them the right 
to information about hazards, to participate in iden- 
tifying and solving problems, and the right to refuse 
dangerous work. 

The “Saskatchewan Approach to OHS” has been 
copied across North America. 


Innovative Social Assistance Reform 


The Family Income Plan was created to pro- 
vide financial assistance to families of the “working 
poor” to give them a chance to break the cycle of 
poverty. 


The Saskatchewan Housing Corporation was 
established to construct housing for low-income 
Saskatchewan residents. It also gave grants to 
low-income families and seniors to make essential 
repairs to their own homes. 


Protecting Saskatchewan’s Environment 


Saskatchewan become one of the first provinc- 
es to establish an Environment Department with 
the sole mandate of protecting the environment. In 
most provinces at the time, environmental protec- 
tion was the responsibility of the resource develop- 
ment department. 


N 


Saskatchewan 
Improves Democracy 
and Human Rights 


Saskatchewan created 
an independent elector- 
al boundaries commis- 
sion to draw fair and rep- 
resentative constituency 
boundaries without ger- 
rymandering. 

The Saskatchewan 
Human Rights Com- 
mission was established 
to help people who faced 
discrimination. 

In 1974, 
became 


Saskatch- 
the first 
province to pass a Mul- 
ticulturalism Act to en- 
sure that people from ev- 


ewan 


ery heritage were treated 
with respect. 
Saskatchewan funded 
research conducted by the Federation of Saskatch- 
ewan Indian Nations to document the extent of un- 
fulfilled land obligations from treaties — and then 
started a negotiation process to honour commit- 
ments made, but not kept, a hundred years earlier. 
The Saskatchewan Ombudsman’s Office was 
created to provide Saskatchewan people with a 
place to get help in dealing with government bu- 
reaucracies. 


Helping keep our rural economy strong 


The Land Bank and the Farm Start programs 
were implemented to help with intergenerational 
transfer of farms — to keep family farms in the fam- 
ily. Tragically for rural Saskatchewan, these’ pro- 
grams were ended by the Conservative government 
of Grant Devine in the 1980s. 

The Crop Insurance plan was improved and 
converted from a pilot project to cover the entire 
province. 

Limitations were placed on the amount of farm 
land that could be owned by foreign corporations. 


1975: The Second Blakeney Government 


Improving Health Care for 
Saskatchewan People 


Canada’s first legislation to protect the privacy 
of individual’s health information was passed. 

A Public Health Act was passed to ensure uni- 
versal standards for public health measures such as 
restaurant inspections. 

The Saskatchewan Aids to Independent Liv- 
ing program was established to provide equipment 
needed to allow people with a 
health condition obtain the equip- 
ment they need to overcome chal- 
lenges and flourish. 

Saskatchewan became one of 
the first provinces to make wear- 
ing seat belts in automobiles 
mandatory in 1977. By contrast, 
Alberta waited another decade. 

The Emergency Medical Aid 
Act ensured that doctors, nurses 
and other health care professionals 
were protected from liability when 
helping in an emergency. 

Health care premiums were 
finally fully abolished. Medicare 
became exclusively through gen- 
eral government revenues. This 
both saved people money and en- 
sured that everyone was covered. 


Creating Educational Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan People 


An indigenous-controlled college affiliated 
with the University of Regina was created. 

This grew into the First Nations University of 
Canada — the first indigenous-controlled and ad- 
ministered university in Canada. 

The Community College system was expanded 
to 15 colleges serving the entire province. 

By 1976, over 100,000 Saskatchewan residents 
were enrolled in 10,000 courses. 
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Much of the 
Blakeney 6 
second term was 
spent fighting with 
multi-national resource 
companies and 
the federal Liberal 
government to 
get a fair deal for 
Saskatchewan. 


The NDP government led by Allan Blakeney was 
re-elected in 1975. It was immediately confronted 
with a huge problem: oil and potash companies re- 
fused to pay royalties for exploiting resources that 
belonged to the people of Saskatchewan. 

Much of the Blakeney government’s second 
term was spent fighting with multinational resource 
companies and the federal Liberal government to 
get a fair deal for Saskatchewan. 


Getting a Fair Deal for Our 
Natural Resources 


During the 1960s, Ross Thatch- 
er’s Liberal government gave 
sweetheart royalty agreements to 
large international potash mining 
companies. When the NDP tried 
to get these companies to pay a 
fair price for Saskatchewan re- 
sources, they fought hard to avoid 
paying. 

The NDP government took di- 
rect action. When an agreement 
could not be negotiated, our gov- 
ernment nationalized some of 
the mines and created the Pot- 


ash Corporation of Saskatche- O ecreeeen 


wan. 

Saskatchewan then launched major mine expan- 
sions. 

This company was privatized by the Conserva- 
tive Devine government in the 1980s but still exists 
—and it and other mining companies now pay their 
taxes. 

The government revamped oil royalties to make 
sure that oil companies would pay a fair price for 
pumping Saskatchewan oil. It also created a crown 
corporation — SaskOil — to bypass the multinational 
oil companies. 

The resource companies got the message that 
you couldn’t push around a Saskatchewan NDP 


government and began to pay their taxes. 


while increasing taxes for corporations and high in- 
come earners. 


Saskatchewan Labour Standards legislation 
gave workers 3 weeks of paid holidays per year. 
Saskatchewan’s legislated holiday entitlement is 
still the best in Canada. 


The Saskatchewan Legal Aid Commission was 
established to ensure that low-income Saskatche- 
wan people could receive quality legal representa- 
tion if they were charged with a criminal offence or 
going through a marital breakup. 


And the government successfully demanded that 
mining companies in Northern Saskatchewan im- 
plement effective policies to ensure that at least half 
of all employees were indigenous to the North. 


The Saskatchewan Indian Community Col- 
lege was also created — the first indigenous-con- 
trolled educational institution of its type in Canada. 
It now operates as the Saskatchewan Indian Insti- 
tute of Technologies. 

The Saskatchewan Student Bursary Program 
was created to provide non-repayable financial as- 
sistance to post-secondary students based on finan- 
cial need. 

The government started funding museums, her- 
itage properties, archives and other places where 
Saskatchewan people would learn about their his- 
tory. 


Fairness for Saskatchewan People 


The NDP government implemented tax cuts 
for low and middle income Saskatchewan people 


Allan Blakeney and Rene Levesque confer during a federal-provincial meeting. 


1978: The Third Blakeney Government 


policy — elected legislatures, or the Courts? 

Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, pursuing a clas- 
sic liberal individual-rights-first position, believed 
that the courts should have the unfettered right to 
overrule legislatures if they felt that measures vio- 
lated the new Charter of Rights. 

Premier Blakeney and Attorney-General Roma- 
now disputed this as committed social democrats 
— because they remembered that courts are not al- 
ways or even usually progressive. 

The U.S. Supreme Court threw out much of 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal during the depres- 
sion, and strongly endorsed slavery in the Dred 
Scott judgment that will eternally disgrace that 
court. 

The Canadian Courts had also invalidated a good 
deal of Canada’s own depression-era emergency 
measures. 

The British House of Lords, acting as Canada’s 
Supreme Court, had stood the Canadian constitu- 
tion on its head and stripped the federal government 
of much of its authority — creating one of the most 
decentralized federations in the world by fiat. 
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From 1975 to 1979, much of the effort of NDP gov- 
ernment led by Allan Blakeney had gone toward 
making sure that Saskatchewan people got a fair 
return for their natural resources such as potash 
and oil. As these momentous fights were won, the 
NDP got a vote of confidence in the form of an in- 
creased majority in the 1978 election. And then it 
Jaced some formidable new challenges rooted in the 
long-running battles over Canadian unity: 


Helping write a constitution for all Canadians 


After a referendum on Quebec independence was 
defeated in 1980, the federal government launched 
an effort to “repatriate” and rewrite Canada’s con- 
stitution. 

Saskatchewan Premier Allan Blakeney and At- 
torney General Roy Romanow played leading roles 
in this national process, which resulted in the adop- 
tion of the Canadian Charter of Right and Free- 
doms. 

One of the most important debates was the ques- 
tion of who would have final say over public 


with mining and oil companies. Nor had he forgot- 
ten that Ottawa sided with the corporations against 
the people of Saskatchewan. 

With a new section 30, Blakeney and Romanow 
obtained a settlement on the question of who owns 
Saskatchewan’s resources. The people of Sas- 
katchewan do — not mining and oil companies, and 
not Ottawa. 


Improving Health Care for 
Saskatchewan People 


The government launched a home care program 
so that people could receive nursing care and other 
support in their home rather than an institution such 
as a hospital or nursing home. 


Providing Educational Opportunities to 
Saskatchewan People 


Eleven schools in the core areas of Saskatoon, 
Regina and Prince Albert were designated as com- 


Blakeney and Romanow believed Courts could 
become instruments of oppression and minority rule 
and should therefore be democratically accountable 
to at least some degree. 

With a carefully worded “notwithstanding 
clause” Saskatchewan obtained an appropriate 
measure of accountability for Courts. 

Tragically, alas, this clause has since mostly been 
used by conservative governments to try to protect 
regressive legislation. 

But Blakeney would likely consider this to be a 
price worth paying to avoid, for example, the kind 
of judgements we can expect from the U.S. Supreme 
Court now that it has been packed by Trump with 
extremist social conservatives. That Court recently 
threw out women’s right to choose and opened the 
door to legally-imposed forced pregnancy, for ex- 
ample. 

Another key constitutional issue debated with 
Ottawa was of fundamental importance to Sas- 
katchewan — who owns Saskatchewan’s resourc- 
es? Premier Blakeney hadn’t forgotten his battles 


Ontario s Roy McMurtry, federal Minister Jean Chretien, and Saskatchewan's Roy Romanow famously 
found some key compromises in a conference hall kitchen. 
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service; and Canada was in jeopardy of losing long 
standing markets since we were becoming an unre- 
liable supplier. 

Saskatchewan led the charge on behalf of farm- 
ers in convincing the federal government to take 
action. 

As a result of the Saskatchewan Government’s 
action, the federal government rehabilitated most of 
the branch lines and purchased new hopper cars. 
The NDP government bought 1,000 grain cars to 
ensure Saskatchewan products reached port. Fur- 
thermore, grain freight rates were capped at cost. 


Respect for the rights of Indigenous People 


During the constitutional negotiations, Saskatch- 
ewan was key in ensuring that respect for the trea- 
ty rights of indigenous people was explicitly rec- 
ognized in the constitution. 


Fairness for women 


Saskatchewan passed the Matrimonial Proper- 
ty Act in 1979 to ensure a fair division of property 
and other assets when a couple divorced. 


Improving Roads to the North 


The government began a major program to pro- 
viding paved roads to La Loche in the west; La 
Ronge in the center north, and Creighton in the 
east. For the first time, northerners had dust free, 
mud free access to major northern population 


munity schools to provide nutrition programs, af- 
ter-school and evening programming, support for 
parents councils and special programming identi- 
fied as needed by community members. There are 
now over 130 community schools in the province. 

The Gabriel Dumont Institute was established 
to deliver adult educational opportunities to Sas- 
katchewan’s Metis people. 

The government established the Native Law 
Centre at the University of Saskatchewan to sup- 
port and encourage indigenous people gaining the 
skills necessary to fight for justice in the legal sys- 
tem. 

Innovation Place at the University of Saskatch- 
ewan was created. This helped keep Saskatchewan 
a hot bed for advanced research and innovation. 


Protecting Saskatchewan’s Environment 


Legislation was passed to ensure that major in- 
dustrial and resource development projects had to 
undergo an environmental impact assessment. 


Helping Saskatchewan Farmers 


In the 1970’s, Canadian railways refused to in- 
vest in railway trackage and rolling stock unless 
they were relieved of their obligations under the 
Crow Rate Agreement signed with the Government 
of Canada in 1897. 

As a result, much of the rail grain collection sys- 
tem was abandoned; cars were frequently out of 


Saskatchewan led the charge on behalf of farmers in 
convincing the federal government to take action. 
As a result of the Saskatchewan Government’s action, the 
federal government rehabilitated most of the branch lines and 


The NDP government bought 


purchased new hopper cars. 


1,000 grain cars to ensure Saskatchewan products reached 
port. Furthermore, grain freight rates were capped at cost. 
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ued at $24 billion — enough to pay off the en- 
tire provincial debt. 


They engaged in numerous ridiculous boon- 
doggles, like millions paid to friends for failed 
legal translation software. 


And worst of all, they broke Saskatche- 


wan’s public finances, saddling the province 
with $15 billion in public debt, owed by only 
300,000 taxpayers. Saskatchewan debt was 
downrated to “junk” — an eyelash away from 
public bankruptcy. 


The NDP won the popular vote in the 1986 
election and elected a strong team of opposi- 
tion MLAs who would form the core of the 
new government soon to be elected under the 
party’s new leader — Roy Romanow. 
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Misgovernment under 
Grant Devine 


But arguably, this criminality wasn’t the | 


In 1982, the people of Saskatchewan voted 
for change, and not in a small way. The Sas- 
katchewan NDP was reduced to nine seats, 
and another conservative government was in- 
stalled with a 55-seat majority on the strength 
of populist arguments that the province need- 
ed to be stripped of its assets, and the money 
paid out to voters. 


A lot of what you need to know about 
this second period of reaction under conser- 
vative government is summed up in this: 19 
conservative MLAs in that government were 
eventually personally charged with fraud and 
breach of trust (14 were convicted, four were 
acquitted, one had charges dropped). 


worst thing about this period of conservative 
rule. 


These conservatives in office governed 
like children left to play in the control room 
of a power plant — recklessly playing with the 
dials and conducting a true bonfire of the pub- 
lic interest — in order to enrich their friends 
and political donors 


They distributed a billion dollars through a 
provincial agency (SEDCO) to well-connect- 
ed friends and insiders, much of which had to 
be written off. 


They sold off provincial resources to their 
friends for pennies on the dollar. Potash Cor- 
poration, for example, was sold off for $1.2 
billion. In a recent corporate raid it was val- 


1991: The First Romanow Government 


By the end of the government’s first term in office, 
the emergency task was done. Even though commod- 
ity prices remained low, Saskatchewan’s budget was 
balanced and the long process of paying down the 
Devine government’s debt was underway. 

This term was characterized by tough choices and 
shared sacrifice by Saskatchewan people. 


Getting Saskatchewan’s 
finances straightened out 


To help get loans during the period of fiscal crisis, 
the government bypassed the big banks and financiers 
and turned to the people of Saskatchewan — who re- 
sponded by buying almost a billion dollars of Sas- 
katchewan Savings Bonds. 

The Devine government had made a series of ru- 
inous deals to attract industry to Saskatchewan. The 
terms and conditions were one-sided — the big corpo- 
rations got the private profits, and Saskatchewan peo- 
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In 1944, Tommy Douglas and the CCF inherited a 
provincial government that was essentially bankrupt. 
So did Roy Romanow and the NDP in 1991. If any- 
thing, it was worse. 

The Conservative government led by Grant Devine 
ran massive deficits every year — a combination of 
genuine bad luck in the form of drought and low pric- 
es for Saskatchewan’s most important commodities, 
and fiscal mismanagement on a scale that was breath- 
taking. 

By 1991, Saskatchewan was billions of dollars in 
debt and was running a deficit of almost $900 million 
per year. The province’s credit rating had collapsed. 
Bankers in New York and Toronto were threatening 
to cut the province off from new loans. 

This being so, the overwhelming challenge facing 
the Saskatchewan government was “getting its fiscal 
house in order’. If we failed, Saskatchewan’s future 
would be decided by the bankers in New York and 


Toronto. 


save what we had. 


But the government still worked to improve life 
for people as resources permitted. 


Transforming Health Care Delivery 


Health care was the largest item in the provincial 
budget. It was inevitably affected by the fiscal re- 
straint made necessary by the Devine government’s 
debts and deficits. This forced the Romanow gov- 
ernment to make some tough and controversial deci- 
sions. But the government also set about changing the 
way health care was delivered to make it better. 

The administration of health care had become 
fragmented and unwieldy, with 
over 300 boards, corporations and 
religious orders operating hospitals 
and nursing homes. The govern- 
ment consolidated administration 
to make rational planning and allo- 
cation of resources possible. 

Home care services and com- 
munity-based programs were sig- 
nificantly increased. 

Nursing education was im- 
proved — the old two-year diploma 
program was replaced with a four- 
year professional degree program. 

The government established a 
new framework for public health 
activity such as ensuring restaurants 
were operating safely. 

And then there was the hospital 
network. 

In 1991 Saskatchewan had as 
many hospitals as Ontario did — 
to serve one-tenth the population. 
Where appropriate, some were 

converted to local health centres 
with services people would actually 
use. In twelve years of subsequent 
conservative rule under Wall and 
Moe, not one of these facilities 
was re-converted into a “hospital” 
— because moder hospitals must 
have scale and resources to deliver 
the kind of life-saving cancer, heart, 
liver, and other advanced acute care 
treatments that all citizens need. 


In a series of budgets 
designed by Premier 
Romanow, Finance 
Minister Ed Tchorzewski, 
and a very hard-working 
government Cabinet and 
caucus, the province 
launched a recovery 
program. 
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ple got the socialized costs and bore the risk. The NDP 
government went after big corporations like Cargill, 
Weyerhaeuser, Husky Oil, Miller Western and Crown 
Life to end these one-sided and unfair deals. 

In a series of budgets designed by Premier Roma- 
now, Finance Minister Ed Tchorzewski, and a very 
hard-working government Cabinet and caucus, the 
province launched a recovery program. 

Wealthier individuals were asked to contribute 
more through income tax increases focused on high 
income earners. 

Sales taxes were increased temporarily. 

The province’s main spending programs were 
carefully reviewed, and the essentials were saved — 
avoiding privatization. 

And a series of steps were taken 
to improve public revenues by pro- 
moting job creation and growth, 
especially in Saskatchewan’s prin- 
cipal commodities — oil and gas, 
forestry, potash, uranium, and ag- 
riculture. 

It was these steps that led to the 
province’s subsequent prosperity 

not anything conservatives ever 
said or did, then or now. 

How did it work out? 

In 1991 the deficit was held to 
-$842 million. 

In 1992 to -$592 million. 

In 1993 to -$272 million. 

And in 1994, the budget was 
balanced. 

At that point, as a finance offi- 
cial told people in the Romanow 
government memorably, “congrat- 
ulations, you’ve balanced the bud- 
get! Now you have nothing! Which 
is better than things continuing to get 
worse.” 

Eleven straight balanced bud- 
gets would follow, restoring the 
province’s credit, and whittling 
down the conservative debt until it 
was manageable. 

In these circumstances, the prov- 
ince couldn’t contemplate ambitious 
new spending proposals. 

Our government was trying to 


example, a “fraud squad” would enter the houses of 
single parents to count toothbrushes. An extra tooth- 
brush was treated as evidence of a “man in the house” 
and could result in termination of “last resort” benefit 
payments (we’re not making this stuff up). 


The NDP government ended these outrageous 
practices, and restored the Saskatchewan value of 
treating those most in need with respect. 


Creating Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan Farmers 


The government worked to help farmers develop 
new export markets to overcome the low prices they 
were receiving in the markets they’d traditionally 


sold their crops. 


The Romanow government created a variety of 
programs to increase the processing of Saskatche- 
wan’s agricultural products in the province. This cre- 
ated new markets and allowed Saskatchewan people 
to capture more of the economic value from our com- 
modities. 


A Commitment to Equity 


Saskatchewan passed legislation to include sexu- 
al orientation in the Human Rights Code in 1993 — 
three years before similar protection was provided by 
the federal government and 14 years before Alberta. 


Protecting Saskatchewan’s Environment 


New power generation capacity came from “co- 
gen” plants using heat from large industrial plants 
that would otherwise have been wasted. This is one 
way Saskatchewan avoided building new coal-fired 
power plants. 


۱ Conservatives have invested much of their mil- 
lions of dollars in dark out-of-province money into 
peddling a “big lie” about this. 

So, as a new member, mark this well and say it 
often: 

In office, the conservatives haven’t converted 
one of Saskatchewan’s rural health centers back 
into a “hospital”. 

Because even they know that acute care can’t be 
delivered to the people of Saskatchewan that way. 

The Romanow government put a modern hospital 
network in place. That’s what we needed, then and 


now. 
A Priority on Helping Children 


The Child Action Plan was developed to allow 
government to work with community groups to pro- 
vide targeted programs to children at risk or with spe- 
cial needs. 

Examples included measures to fight Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome, extra educational assistance for children 
with illiterate parents and programs to help youth es- 
cape from the sex trades. 

An Office of the Children’s Advocate reporting 
directly to the Legislature was created to ensure that 
the voice of children was heard by government. 


Protecting those Most in Need 


Even when the financial problems of the govern- 
ment were at their worst, the government increased 
social assistance payment rates to those most in 
need. These had been cut during Devine government. 

Accompanying the rate changes was a change in 
the operating methods of the Social Services Depart- 
ment. 

The Conservative government had treated assis- 
tance recipients with suspicion and contempt. For 


Eleven straight balanced budgets would follow, 
restoring the province's credit, and whittling down 
the conservative debt until it was manageable. 
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1995: The Second Romanow Government 


katchewan’s arguments provided the Court with some 
of the key elements of a blockbuster judgment that 
wrote the rules for any future referendums. 

“No unclear trick questions” figures prominently 
in these rules. 

So far, no separatist government has chosen to test 
them. 


A determined national effort to reduce poverty 


Provinces then negotiated the first new national 
social program since medicare with the Government 
of Canada — a new National Child Benefit — in good 
part consistent with Saskatchewan’s child action plan. 

This program, which has been steadily expand- 
ed by both provinces and by the federal government 
since, has gone a very long way to reducing poverty 
in Canada — with no bitter federal-provincial battles 
(for example, an important investment in this pro- 
gram by Alberta NDP Premier Rachel Notley in 2016 
helped cut child poverty in that province in half). 

Poverty reduction has its own vitally important 
value. 

The national child benefit also proved and contin- 
ues to prove that Canada works. 

In all this Saskatchewan was boxing far above its 
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Once again, our government needed to help ad- 
dress fundamental national problems during Premier 
Romanow’s second term. Canada faced a second 
and more dangerous unity crisis. And then our coun- 
try picked itself up and launched the first major new 
national program in three decades. Saskatchewan 
played a key role in both: 


It seems far away now, but in 1995 governments in 
Canada were riveted by the possibility that our coun- 
try was months away from breaking up. 

A series of failed constitutional initiatives gave 
Quebec separatists the symbolic arguments they 
needed. A PQ government called a referendum in 
1995 that came within 50,000 votes of breaking up 
Canada. The PQ then promised to keep holding refer- 
endums until separatists got the answer they wanted, 
which would then be final. 

Premier Romanow chaired the conference of Pre- 
miers during much of this time, and helped the coun- 
try respond. 


The new rules of the road for separatists 


Critically, Saskatchewan intervened in a Supreme 
Court reference case with an important brief. Sas- 


bert, Lloydminster and Swift Current as places where 
people with kidney disease could get dialysis. 


Promoting Economic Activity 


The Saskatchewan Government helped lead the 
effort to have Canada’s first Synchrotron built at 
the University of Saskatchewan. There was a very 
lively competition among several provinces for this 
multi-million dollar, nationally funded facility, which 
has set up the University of Saskatchewan to do pio- 
neering scientific work ever since. 

The government made a concentrated effort to 
build a film and video industry in the province . 

The Crop Insurance Program was revamped to 
lower premiums and to cover new crops being grown 
as the rural economy diversified. 

In 1998, Saskatchewan became one of the first 
provinces to implement a Provincial Immigrant 
Nominee Program. 


Saving Saskatchewan’s Railway System 


Even though the federal government had recently 
paid to rehabilitate branch lines, including new ties 
and high standard rails, the railways commenced 
abandoning many of the branch lines in Saskatche- 
wan. They aimed to reduce their costs and to retain 
profits by selling the salvaged track materials — as- 
sets that taxpayers paid for. Truly railway robbery! 

The Saskatchewan NDP government did what it 
could. We created a short line policy to promote 
short line viability, with three components: assistance 
was provided for local communities to organize to 
own and operate the short line railways; a loan pro- 
gram was developed to assist in acquiring the line; 
and technical assistance was provided and advice so 
that the local communities were able to develop the 
skill necessary to operate the venture. 

As a result of this initiative we retained 13 short 
line railways involving over 2000 km of track. 


weight on the national stage. That hasn’t been true 
under conservatives since then. Wall and Moe have 
rightly been viewed as local showboats and glib light- 
weights by their colleagues around the federal-pro- 
vincial table. Saskatchewan has played little role in 
national issues during this latest period of conserva- 
tive rule. 

Our province is the homeland of both medicare 
and the child benefit. We’ve been missed, in Canada. 

Some other key initiatives: 


Reforms to income support 


The government created the Building Indepen- 
dence program with new income support and sup- 
plementary health benefit programs to give people a 
hand up while they worked their way towards inde- 
pendence. 

The government also provided more funding spe- 
cifically to increase wages and created a benefit plan 
to cover workers in the non-profit sector. 


Improving Health Care for Saskatchewan People 


The government carefully studied and got to work 
on a new approach to health care — the primary care 
health services model. 

The Midwifery Act enabled mothers to receive a 
high-quality pre-natal and birthing care alternative. 

Saskatchewan became the first province to issue 
community treatment orders to ensure that people 
suffering from mental illnesses would receive re- 
quired treatment without being institutionalized. 

A work and family initiative saw the government 
reviewing many laws, rules and programs to look for 
ways to help people better balance their work and 
family lives. 

The Saskatchewan Health Information Net- 
work was created. 

And dialysis programs were established outside of 
Saskatoon and Regina — adding Tisdale, Prince Al- 


Our province is the homeland of both medicare and 
the child benefit. We’ve been missed. 
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1999: The Coalition Government 


1971. That was, unfortunately for them, an opportu- 
nity they would throw away due to internal discord. 

But the public was saved from a dark turn to con- 
servative rule, and instead would (as it worked out 
enjoy another eight years of progressive governmen 
— seven years under the Premiership of Lorne Calvert, 
elected to succeed Roy Romanow in 2001. 


Improved Health Care for Saskatchewan People 


The new government got to work. 

HealthLine was established to provide 24-hour 
access to health advice from professional nurses. In 
the first year of operation, it received 66,000 calls. 

A Telehealth program was implemented to enable 
two-way conferencing with specialists for people in 
rural and remote areas without having to travel to 
Saskatoon or Regina. 

A network of primary health care teams was cre- 
ated to provide accessible services with nurse practi- 
tioners and physicians working collaboratively. 

The first Health Quality Advisory Council in 
Canada was established to improve the quality of 
health care services received by Saskatchewan peo- 


ple. 
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In the 1999 election, the NDP was re-elected - 
barely. The party won half the seats in the Legisla- 
ture. Premier Romanow quickly reached out to form 
a coalition government with the three Liberal mem- 
bers. In 2001, Premier Romanow “retired” (he went 
on to conduct a historic review of Canada’s health 
care system) and Lorne Calvert led the government 
through the rest of the governments term. 


The coalition 


When voters elect a legislature with no clear ma- 
jority, they are telling politicians that the time has 
come for them to work together. Which is exactly 
what happened in 1999. 

Premier Romanow and Liberal Leader Jim Mel- 
enchuk deserve a good deal of credit for how quick- 
ly and smoothly they came together to build a new 
two-party progressive government — a government 
Mr. Melenchuk served in ably as education and then 
as finance minister. 

The coalition agreement was detailed and highly 
innovative, and gave the Saskatchewan Liberal par- 
ty its first chance to help govern the province since 


Setting and maintaining a fair minimum wage 


Premier Calvert oversaw a substantial increase in 
the minimum wage, and set up rules to ensure regu- 
lar increases as the cost of living increased. 


Protecting Saskatchewan’s Environment 


Saskatchewan started the construction of 
wind-generated electricity. This is another way Sas- 
katchewan has avoided building any new coal-fired 
power plants. 

The province developed programs to develop Sas- 
katchewan’s ethanol fuel industry — creating new 
markets for Saskatchewan farmers while reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

And world-leading Carbon Sequestration Projects 
were created to actively remove greenhouse gasses 
from our atmosphere. 


Putting Saskatchewan’s Children First 


A major expansion of Saskatchewan’s childcare 
system accompanied by money to improve the wages 
of people looking after our children. 

A Kids First Program was implemented which 
provided focussed support for at-risk children. 


Improved Education for Saskatchewan People 


The First Nations University of Canada became 
a full-fledged autonomous university — the first in 
Canada run by indigenous people. 


Making Saskatchewan’s Criminal Justice System 
More Effective and Fairer 


Targeted programs were implemented to deal with 
crime “hot spots”. For example, the Regina Auto 
Theft Strategy reduced the number of vehicles stolen 
in Regina from 3,948 in 2001 to 1,491 in 2007. 

The government partnered with police and Indig- 
enous governments to develop a Strategy for Miss- 
ing Persons to ensure that the quest for justice never 
ceases. 

A Cree-speaking court was established. 

And a Police Complaints Commission was estab- 
lished to ensure that people who feel mistreated by 
police can have their voices effectively heard. 
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Premier Calvert 
oversaw a 
substantial increase 
in the minimum 
wage, and set up 
rules to ensure 
regular increases 
as the cost of living 
increased. 


2003: The Second Calvert Government 


The government led by Lorne Calvert was re-elect- 

ed with a tight working majority in the 2003 election 

a fourth straight election victory. It was about to 
mark a very major milestone: 


years of hard work under Premier Roy Romanow. 

Properly ashamed of their own history, once again 
hiding behind a new name, conservatives claim this 
as their record. As we’ve seen and will see again, that 
is standing the truth on its head. 


Improving Health Care for Saskatchewan People 


A universal Senior’s Prescription Drug Plan 
was established. 

Health care services for indigenous people under 
indigenous control took a step forward with the open- 
ing of the All Nations Healing Hospital. 

On January 1, 2005 Saskatchewan became the 
third province to ensure that indoor public areas such 
as restaurants and workplaces were smoke-free. This 
public health measure has now been adopted in every 
province. 

The Health Information Protection Act was 
passed to enable the electronic sharing of health care 
information to create efficiencies and improve care 
while protecting the personal privacy of patients. 

Construction was started on the Roy Romanow 
Provincial Laboratory — a cutting edge testing lab- 
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After years of effort, the province was finally put 
back on its feet: 

During this term, the financial turnaround of Sas- 
katchewan was finally achieved. 

When the NDP was elected in 1991, the province 
was essentially bankrupt, with an annual deficit of al- 
most $900 million and a debt equal to more than 70% 
of the province’s Gross Domestic Product. 

By 2007, after 11 consecutive balanced budgets, 
the debt to GDP ration was below 20% ... and 
Saskatchewan became a HAVE PROVINCE - no 
longer eligible for equalization payments that the 
federal government provides to poorer provinces 
in Canada. 

As a new member of our party, please mark this 
well too, and say it often: 

Saskatchewan balanced its budget, got its house in 
order, and became a “have” province under the lead- 
ership of Premier Lorne Calvert, building on many 


Saskatchewan had the highest proportion of its elec- 
tricity generated by wind of any province. 


Making Saskatchewan More Affordable 


Since our province’s finances now permitted this, 
the Provincial Sales Tax was reduced and a re- 
vamping of the provincial income tax system was in- 
troduced to make it more progressive, simpler, and 
with reduced tax rates. 


The government ensured that Saskatchewan utili- 
ty rates were the lowest in Canada. 


Our government created a Fiscal Stabilization 
Fund to mitigate against the province’s “boom/bust” 
cycle of budgets caused by fluctuating royalty prices. 


When the Calvert Government left office, the fund 
contained $1.8 billion — which, unfortunately but 
unsurprisingly, was squandered by subsequent Sas- 
katchewan Party governments. 


Putting Out a Welcome Mat to the World 


Saskatchewan became the first province to estab- 
lish a family reunification category in its Provincial 
Nominee Immigration Program — bringing families 
together while making Saskatchewan a destination of 
choice for new Canadians. 


oratory for health care and water safety. This Labo- 
ratory really proved its worth during the COVID ep- 
idemic by ensuring Saskatchewan had the base for an 
aggressive testing program. 

A major investment in health care diagnostic 
equipment was made — two new MRI units; CT 
Scanners in Swift Current, Moose Jaw, Yorkton, 
North Battleford and Moose Jaw; Linear Accelerators 
in Regina and Saskatoon. 

The government expanded the dialysis program to 
include service in Yorkton, North Battleford, Moose 
Jaw and Estevan. 

A major expansion of drug treatment and addic- 
tions counselling services including the establish- 
ment of a specialized Drug Treatment Court to help 
provide treatment rather than punishment when the 
use of drugs generated criminal act. 


Improving Educational Opportunities for 
Saskatchewan People 


The government worked to eliminate illiteracy 
in Saskatchewan by establishing the Saskatchewan 
Literacy Commission and the SaskSmart Fund to 
support community-based literacy programs. 


Protecting Saskatchewan’s Environment 


The government pursued an ongoing expansion of 
Saskatchewan’s wind-generation capacity. By 2007, 


Our government created a Fiscal Stabilization Fund 
to mitigate against the province’s “boom/bust” cycle 
of budgets caused by fluctuating royalty prices. 
When the Calvert Government left office, the fund 
contained $1.8 billion — which, unfortunately but 
unsurprisingly, was squandered by subsequent 
Saskatchewan Party governments. 
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Misgovernment under 
Wall and Moe 


rations. But with an eye on what the public 
thinks they have instead been hollowing out 
the crowns stealthily through contracting out, 
rather than through explicit selloffs to their 
friends and funders as they did last time they 
were in Office. 


They oppose public education, and so have 
been eroding it through under-funding, while 
increasing funding for private shools. 

Shortly before resigning in favour of Scott 
Moe, Mr. Wall showed his real face in a vicious 
and cruel budget that defunded the funerals of 
low-income people. 

Mr. Moe, however, returned to the playbook 
and won another election. 


What this latest conservative government 
can’t mask is its fiscal incompetence. They ran 
a record $2.6 billion deficit in 2021 and have 
accumulated a $24 billion debt despite many 
years of commodity price booms that Saskatch- 
ewan could have used much better. 


Our province’s latest years of conservative 
reaction are wasted years — once again. 


In 2007 the people of Saskatchewan decid- 
ed it was time to give NDP government a rest 
once again, and they turned to government 
led by a former Devine government political 
staffer — Brad Wall. 

To give credit where it is due, Mr. Wall was 
as astute right-wing popu- 
list, and therefore this lat- 
est period of reaction under 
conservative rule has been 
more politically successful. 

These conservatives 
have done a better job of 
staying out of trouble with 
the law — so far. And they 
have been pursuing their 
agenda incrementally and 
stealthily, hoping (so far 
fairly successfully) that the 
public won’t notice what they’re doing. 

However, they still can’t count. 

We say “so far” when it comes to the law, 
because at some point in Saskatchewan’s 
future, there will be a full detailed enquiry 
into how a modest highway overpass and the 
“Global Transportation Hub” came to cost a 
billion dollars, and why former Conservative 
leader Bill Boyd abruptly resigned and disap- 
peared from public life. 

The conservatives has been pursuing their 
agenda incrementally and stealthily. They op- 
pose public medicare and want a privatized 
health system. But, with an eye on what the 

public thinks, they have instead introduced 
creeping privatization — introducing a failed 
private surgery system, for example. 

They oppose public utilities and want to 
sell off Saskatchewan’s public crown corpo- 


So let's make change 
happen again! 


We hope you've enjoyed this survey of our party's 
achievements in office, and this quick look at why we 
can't let our opponents rule unchallenged. 


Every new generation has its own story to tell and its 
own achievements to celebrate. By joining our party, 
you're stepping forward to help make it happen in our 
time. 

Take the next step. 

You can read more about us at www.saskndp.ca 

We can put you in touch with your local riding 
association. Just reach out to organize@saskndp.ca 
to get connected and involved. 


If youd like to talk, give us a call at 1-844-525-1322. 


If youd like to write to our party president, you can 
reach her by email at president@saskndp.ca. 


Together, let’s build a Saskatchewan that 
works for this generation and the next. 


Welcome! We're looking forward to working 
with you! 


